[Cerebellin in the cerebellum in spinocerebellar degeneration].
To clarify the possible pathophysiological role of cerebellin in spinocerebellar degeneration, immunoreactive cerebellin was measured in the postmortem brain of 4 patients with spinocerebellar degeneration and 4 controls. Three other representative neuropeptides, corticotropin releasing hormone (CRH), neuropeptide Y and somatostatin, were also measured. Significant decreases in the concentration of immunoreactive cerebellin and immunoreactive CRH were found in the cerebellar hemisphere in spinocerebellar degeneration, suggesting an important pathophysiological role of cerebellin and CRH in this group of diseases. No such decreases were found in neuropeptide Y or somatostatin.